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(57) Abstract: A user submits a search request to an 
Internet or other network search engine from within 
an e-mail client The software for performing this task 
is preferably provided as part of e-mail advertisement 
(15) sent to the user (recipient). The advertisement 
preferably includes a first portion having a first brand- 
ing graphic (20), and a second portion that receives 
a search string designated by the recipient (50). In 
especially preferred embodiments the search engine 
returns the search results to the recipient within the 
e-mail client. 



O 01/73638 Al I lllll IIHIIII UU t II Ul IIIH UIII IUII lllll llil UIIIU llll Ull UU 



(AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), European patent For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 

( AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, H, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU f ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 

MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 
GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 



Published: 

— with international search report 

— with amended claims 



INTERNATIOi 



EARCH REPORT 




Inti.^^^fel application No. 
PCT/USOO/07915 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC(6) G06F 17/60 

US CL 705/14 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. 



FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 705/14. 10, 26, 27, 1 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
Dialog, Proquest Direct, Internet 



C. 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



Y 
Y 



A 
A 



US 5,995, 102 A (ROSEN et al) 30 November 1999 (30. 1 1 . 1999) See Figure 8 f Col. 2 
line 36-Col. 5 line 3, CoL 13, lines 32-45 

US 5,978,799 A (HIRSCH) 02 November 1999 (02. 1 1 . 1999) See entire document 

Altia Inc., "Altia Design Propels Into Multimedia Market Creating Animations or Internet 
Ads ", New Release, Dialog File 81 3: PR Newswire, 3 pages, 19 August 1996 

RUSSO, MICHAEL, "E-Mail Marketing for the Roofing Contractor", RSI, Roofing, 
Siding, Insulation, Vol. 77, Issue 3, pg 14, 3 pages, March 2000 

US 6,014,502 A (MORAES) 11 January 2000 (11.01.2000) See entire document 

US 5,809,242 A (SHAW et al) 15 September 1998 (15.09.1998) See entire document 



1-15 

1-6, 8-10, 15 
1, 7, 12-15 

1, 9-15 

1-15 
1-15 



1 1 Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. [ 1 See patent family annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents: 

"A" document defining the general state of (be art which is not considered to be 
of particular relevance 

"E" earlier application or patent published on or after the internal iooal filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s> or which is cited to 
establish the publication date of another citation or other special reason (as 
specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than the 
priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the 
principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
26 May 2000 (26.05.2000) 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

15 SEP 2000 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 


Authorized officer 

Emanuel T Voeltz /[) , <S 
Telephone No. (703)305-/70^^^^^ Jy^S^ 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REP< 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
604. 30- PCT 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Notification of Transmittal of International 
Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 



International application No. 
PCT/USOO/07915 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
24 March 2000 (24.03.2000) 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
NONE 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
IPC(7): G06F 17/60 and US CI.: 14 



Applicant 

MINDARROW SYSTEMS, INC. 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of -3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total 



-i 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 



I 


12<J 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 


IEI 


VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 
15 November 2000(15.11.2000) 



Date of completion of this report 
07 February 2001 (07.02.2001) 



Name and mailing address of the I PEA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 



Authorized officer 
James Trammel! 
Telephone No. (703)305-9700 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet)(July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



I. Basis of the report 



International application No. 
PCT/US00/07915 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
1 1 the international application as originally filed, 
the description: 

pages 1, 3-5 as originally filed 



pages 2_ 



pages NONE 



_, filed with the demand 
, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 
pages NONE 
pages 6-7 



_l as originally filed 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 

, filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 2 

pages 1 



pages NONE 



^ as originally filed 

filed with the demand 
, filed with the letter of 



1 I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages NONE t as originally filed 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



filed with the demand 
, filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23. 1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

1 1 contained in the international application in printed form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing 
has been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 



the description, pages NONE 
the claims, Nos. NONE 
the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 

This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in 
this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70,16 and 70.17). 
** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US00/07915 



V. Reasoned statement unde^^Hcle 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



or industrial applicability; 



1. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) 



Claims 1-15 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Claims 1-15 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 



Industrial Applicability (IA) 



Claims 1-15 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Rule 70.7) 

Claim 1 meets the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest an interactive 
electronic commercial sent to a recipient as an attachment to an e-mail specifically including a searching routine that allows the 
recipient to submit a search string to a search engine and receive results, all from within the e-mail client, without using a browser. 
The amendment to claim 1 distinguishes claim 1 from the prior art. Claims 2-14 are dependent upon claim 1 and meet the criteria set 
out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4) for the same reasons. 

Claim 15 meets the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a method of 
sending an interactive electronic commercial to a recipient as an attachment to an e-mail specifically including a searching routine 
that allows the recipient to submit a search string to a search engine and receive results, all from within the e-mail client, without 
using a browser. The amendment to claim 1 distinguishes claim 1 from the prior art 



NEW CITATIONS 



NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 





PCT/US00/07915 



REPLACED BY 
ART 34 AMDT 



WO 01/73638 



Summary of the Invention 

The present invention provides embodiments in which a user submits a search request 
to an Internet or other network search engine from within an e-mail client. 

In preferred embodiments, the software for performing this task is provided as part of 
5 an e-mail advertisement sent to the user (recipient). The advertisement preferably includes a 
first portion having a first branding graphic, and a second portion that receives a search string 
designated by the recipient. In especially preferred embodiments the search engine returns the 
search results to the recipient within the e-mail client. 

Various objects, features, aspects, and advantages of the present invention will 
10 become more apparent from the following detailed description of preferred embodiments of 
the invention, along with the accompanying drawings in which like numerals represent like 
components. 

Brief Description of the Drawing 



Fig. 3 is a flowchart of a preferred method. 

Detailed Description 

In Figure 1 an e-mail message 1 generally contains a header portion 10, a message 
portion 12, and an attachment portion 14 including an attachment 15. One or both of the 
20 message portion 12 and attachment 15 include a product or advertiser name section 20, value 
proposition 30, a hyperlink portion 40, a search string input section 50, a search initiator 
button 55. Figure 2 generally depicts a search results section 60 that can be included in either 
message 1 or another e-mail message. 



Fig. 1 is a schematic of an e- mail message according to the claimed subject matter. 



15 



Fig. 2 is a schematic of a search results portion of an e- mail message. 



The header portion 10 is likely known in the art. There is at least a "To:" section 12, a 
25 "From:" section 14, and a "Re:" section 16, the content of which is likely controlled by the 
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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . An interactive electronic commercial sent to a recipient as an attachment to an e-mail, 
5 comprising: 

a commercial message portion that includes a first branding graphic; 
an interface portion that receives a search string designated by the recipient; and 
a searching routine that submits the search string to a search engine, and returns results 
to the recipient from within an e-mail client. 

10 2. The commercial of claim 1 wherein the search string is selected from a list of search 
strings presented to the recipient in the commercial. 

3. The commercial of claim 1 wherein the interface portion contains a space into which 
the recipient types the search string. 

4. The commercial of claim 1 wherein the search engine is a commercial searching 
1 5 facility available through a portal other than the commercial. 

5. The commercial of claim 1 wherein the search engine is a commercial searching 
facility available through a web page of the Internet. 

6. The commercial of claim 1 wherein the search engine further comprises a graphical 
hyperlink to the web site. 

20 7. The commercial of claim 1 further comprising an ordering routine through which the 
recipient orders a product. 

8. The commercial of claim 1 further comprising a results routine that returns a set of 
results to the recipient through an interface provided by the commercial based upon 
submitting the search string to the search engine. 
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9. The commercial of claim 8 further comprising an ordering routine through which the 
recipient orders a product from among a listing of products contained in the set of 
results. 

10. The commercial of claim 8 further comprising an audio containing clip that motivates 
5 the recipient to order a product from among a listing of products contained in the set 

of results. 

1 1. The commercial of claim 10 having a playing routine by which the audio containing 
clip is played at will by the recipient. 

The commercial of claim 1 where the commercial further includes branding graphics 
for multiple products. 

The commercial of claim 1 where the commercial includes additional branding 
graphics for multiple products from unrelated vendors. 

The commercial of claim 1 where the information ordering routine takes order 
information for multiple products from unrelated vendors. 

A method of sending an interactive electronic commercial to a recipient as an 
attachment to an e-mail, comprising: 

providing the commercial with a commercial message portion that includes a first 

branding graphic; 
the recipient opening the attachment; 

the opened attachment displaying an interface portion that receives a search string 

designated by the recipient; 
an e-mail client submitting the search string to a search engine 230; and 
returning a set of results from submission of the search string to the recipient from 
within the e-mail client. 



12. 

10 

13. 
14. 

15 15. 
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FIG. 1 



12 



UK 



14 



TO: JOHN SMITH 

FROM: PETER JONES 

RE: RETURNING YOUR MESSAGE 



16 



30 



BIG FAT FISH™ 

FIND IT - DIDNT JUST SEARCH FOR 



O CONSTRUCT CUSTOM RESULTS TABLE 
O LIST UP TO 30 PARAMETERS (COLUMNS) 
O FILTER AND SORT HOWEVER YOU WANT 



iT™r 

40 



20 



TAKE A TOUR 
OF BFF 



ENTER A SEARCH HERE 



O DOWNLOAD TO EXCEL™ SPREADSHEET 
O LIST YOUR OWN PRODUCTS/SERVICES 



GO FISH 

r 



55 



ATTACHMENT 
2 ___ 




15 



15 



1 



30 



BIG FAT FISH™ 

FIND IT - DIDNT JUST SEARCH FOR 

f O CONSTRUCT CUSTOM RESULTS TABLE 
O LIST UP TO 30 PARAMETERS (COLUMNS) 



K20 

40-^ 



TAKE A TOUR 
OF BFF 



O FILTER AND SORT HOWEVER YOU WANT 
L O DOWNLOAD TO EXCEL™ SPREADSHEET 



ENTER A SEARCH HERE 



GO FISH 



55 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 01/73638 




PCT/US00/07915 



AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 16 November 2000 (16.1 1.00); 
original claims 1 and 1 5 amended; remaining claims unchanged (2 pages)] 

1 . An interactive electronic commercial sent to a recipient as an attachment to an e-maiL 
comprising: 

a commercial message portion that includes a first branding graphic; 

an interface portion that receives a search string designated by the recipient; and 

a searching routine that submits the search string to a search engine, and returns 

results to the recipient from within an e-mail client, without using a browser. 

2. The commercial of claim 1 wherein the search string is selected from a list of search 
strings presented to the recipient in the commercial. 

3. The commercial of claim 1 wherein the interface portion contains a space into which 
the recipient types the search string. 

4. The commercial of claim 1 wherein the search engine is a commercial searching 
facility available through a portal other than the commercial. 

5. The commercial of claim 1 wherein the search engine is a commercial searching 
facility available through a web page of the Internet. 

6. The commercial of claim 1 wherein the search engine further comprises a graphical 
hyperlink to the web site. 

7. The commercial of claim 1 further comprising an ordering routine through which the 
recipient orders a product. 

8. The commercial of claim 1 further comprising a results routine that returns a set of 
results to the recipient through an interface provided by the commercial based upon 
submitting the search string to the search engine. 

9. The commercial of claim 8 further comprising an ordering routine through which the 
recipient orders a product from among a listing of products contained in the set of 
results. 
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10. The commercial of claim 8 further comprising an audio containing clip that motivates 
the recipient to order a product from among a listing of products contained in the set 
of results. 

1 1 . The commercial of claim 1 0 having a playing routine by which the audio containing 
clip is played at will by the recipient. 

12. The commercial of claim 1 where the commercial further includes branding graphics 
for multiple products. 

13. The commercial of claim 1 where the commercial includes additional branding 
graphics for multiple products from unrelated vendors. 

14. The commercial of claim 1 where the information ordering routine takes order 
information for multiple products from unrelated vendors. 

15. A method of sending an interactive electronic commercial to a recipient as an 
attachment to an e-mail, comprising: 

providing the commercial with a commercial message portion that includes a first 

branding graphic; 
the recipient opening the attachment; 

the opened attachment displaying an interface portion that receives a search string 

designated by the recipient; 
an e-mail client submitting the search string to a search engine; and 
returning a set of results from submission of the search string to the recipient from 

within the e-mail client, without using a browser. 
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of the Eurasian Patent Convention and of 
the PCT 

EP: AT BE CH&LI CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR 
IE IT LU MC NL PT SE and any other State 
which is a Contracting State of the 
European Patent Convention and of the 
PCT 

OA: BF BJ CF CG CI CM GA GN GW ML MR NE 
SN TD TG and any other State which is a 
member State of OAPI and a Contracting 
State of the PCT 
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any, are specified between parentheses 
after the designation(s) concerned) 


AE AL AM AT (patent and utility model) 
AU AZ BA BB BG BR BY CA CH&LI CN CR CU 
CZ (patent and utility model) DE (patent 
and utility model) DK (patent and 
utility model) DM EE (patent and utility 
model) ES FI (patent and utility model) 
GB GD GE GH GM HR HU ID IL IN IS JP KE 
KG KP KR KZ LC LK LR LS LT LU LV MA MD 
MG MK MN MW MX NO NZ PL PT RO RU SD SE 
SG SI SK (patent and utility model) SL 
TJ TM TR TT TZ UA UG US UZ VN YU ZA ZW 
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Precautionary Designation Statement 
In addition to the designations made 
under items V-1, V-2 and V-3, the 
applicant also makes under Rule 4.9(b) 
all designations which would be 
permitted under the PCT except any 
designation(s) of the State(s) indicated 
under item V-6 below. The applicant 
declares that those additional 
designations are subject to confirmation 
and that any designation which is not 
confirmed before the expiration of 15 
months from the priority date is to be 
regarded as withdrawn by the applicant 

at IHa ovnirattfin Af fk^f tirrtA limit 

oi uic cApiidiiun ui iriaL ume iimu. 
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